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Fini Tuamokumo and her new home

Fini Tuamokumo, a single mother of three
children and former Housing Choice Voucher
participant, enrolled in the Houston Housing
Authority‘s Family Self-Sufficiency program
(FSS). The FSS program assists clients in meeting
their individual goals by connecting them to
community resources and homeownership
assistance. Aspiring to purchase and own
a home for herself and her children, Ms.
Tuamokumo began the process to pursue and
achieve her goal.
After completing her FSS application, Fini was
invited to attend a FSS orientation where she
was assigned to FSS Coordinator, LaTonya
Rogers. Ms. Rogers explained the criteria
needed to qualify for homeownership: earned
wages of at least $20,000 per year, a credit
score of 640 or higher, the establishment
of an Individualized Development (savings)
Account with a minimum balance of $1,000,
and completion of the FSS program’s Financial
Literacy and First Time Home Ownership classes.

In consulting with Ms. Rogers, Ms. Tuamokumo
identified her primary goals – to establish and/or
improve her financial portfolio and become ‘home
ownership ready’. Her individualized plan was
developed and she worked diligently to increase
her credit scores, establish her savings account
and attend the FSS classes. Fini also worked with
the Neighborhood Assistance Corporation of
America (NACA) who provided her down payment
assistance.
After only a year, Ms. Tuamokumo is now the
proud owner of a four bedroom, 2½ bathroom
home. When asked how the program helped,
she stated, “The program offers a feasible way
to become self-sufficient…but you have to do
the work and remain diligent. It’s not going to
happen overnight, but it CAN happen!”

Family Self-Sufficiency (FSS) Program
Recruitment Orientation
“Think about where you will be in 5 years...”
Where do you see yourself?
What vision do you have for your family?
Are you wondering how you are going to cover
your household expenses?
Are you sick of living paycheck to paycheck?
Are you interested in buying a home?
Do you want to further your education?
If the Houston Housing Authority closed its
doors tomorrow, would you be forced to move
out of your home because you could not cover
your bills?
If you answered YES to any of these questions
then the Family Self-Sufficiency Program (FSS) is
for you! Please join us as we discuss the benefits
to the FSS Program.
Change your future by atttending one of our Recruitment Orientations!
Monday, October 5, 2015
Monday, October 19, 2015
Both orientations start at 10 A.M.
Where: Houston Housing Authority
2640 Fountain View Dr., Ste. 330 Houston, TX 77057
Due to the amount of information covered no one will be allowed to
enter after 10:15 A.M. Space is limited!
To RSVP, please email: EWashington@housingforhouston.com

IMPORTANT DATES
OCTOBER
10/6
JOBS PLUS Fall Festival @ Cuney at 4 p.m.
10/12 Columbus Day – HHA closed
10/20 Board of Commissioners Meeting @ Cuney Homes at 3 p.m.
10/21 Community Food Box @ Kelly Village at 9:30 a.m.
10/21 Senior Food Box @ Telephone Road at 1:00 p.m
10/27 JOBS PLUS Orientation @ Cuney Homes at 11 a.m. & 2 p.m.
NOVEMBER
11/11 Veterans Day – HHA closed
11/17 Board of Commissioners Meeting @ Long Drive at 3 p.m.
11/26-27 Thanksgiving Day – HHA closed
DECEMBER
12/15 Board of Commissioners Meeting @ Telephone Road at 3 p.m.
12/19 Hon. Sheila Jackson Lee ‘Toys for Tots’ event @ George R. 		
Brown Convention Center
12/25 Christmas Day – HHA Closed

HACS/I-Care Success Story
Houston Area Care Services’
(HACS) I-Care program provides
integrated case management,
behavioral and primary care for
chronically homeless persons
who are high users of healthcare
services and who are receiving
Section 8 subsidies. One of our
clients, T. R., moved into New
Hope Housing’s Rittenhouse
property in June 2014 after
being homeless for over two
years. When he first came into
the program, he was dealing
“Quitting smoking is hard. It’s really hard.
if you hav it in your mind, your mind
with difficult challenges. During But,
is stronger”. T.R.
the time he was homeless, T.R.
unable to seek regular medical and mental health treatment.
Since T.R. has kept regular appointments with MHMRA of Harris
County and visited the HACS clinic for medical concerns, his
condition has improved considerably. In addition, he has recently
reconnected with his children and speaks with them regularly.
Through engagement with I-Care staff and residents, T.R. has
become more active by participating in recreational events,
joining the walking club and playing sports. He also successfully
quit smoking – a burdensome habit lasting over 25 years –
through meetings and consultation with an I-Care nurse case
manager on several occasions to discuss smoking cessation
strategies and stress management. T.R. now meets biweekly for
individual sessions using motivational interviewing techniques. In
addition, he eagerly works with case management to develop a
personal safety management plan.
Overall, T.R. says that he feels healthier, happier, and proud of his
achievements during the past year.

Socialserve.com
Searching for a Housing Choice Voucher property has never been
easier. The Housing Authority has partnered with Socialserve,
which provides a free search engine to find rental properties.
Socialserve also offers a toll-free, bilingual call center for live
assistance with locating rental housing. The toll-free number is
1-877-428-8844.
Socialserve listings are available to potential Housing Choice
Voucher participants seeking apartment units, duplexes, singlefamily homes or townhomes throughout the greater Houston
area. Participants can also find available units by visiting
MyApartmentMap or Harris County Housing Resource Center.

