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Family Self-Sufficiency (FSS) Graduation
In December, the 2015 class of
graduates from the Houston
Housing Authority’s Family SelfSufficiency (FSS) program were
recognized with a graduation
ceremony, conducted at the Leonel
J. Castillo Community Center in
Houston’s near-Northside. Our FSS
program promotes and encourages
participants to develop strategies
towards self-sufficiency.

Have Questions?

Twenty-eight participants
successfully completed the
program, designed to aid in achieving individual goals such as developing personal budgets for
household finances, establishing bank accounts, and repairing damaged credit. Throughout the
program, participants receive continuous assistance, encouragement, and motivation from the
Houston Housing Authority’s team of FSS coordinators.

Customer Service Hotline
713.260.0377

All of this year’s graduates are employed and have collectively more than doubled their average
income. In addition, the graduates have a combined total escrow of just over $104,000.

We value your feedback. Comments
and article ideas are welcomed
for the Community Highlights
newsletter. Please include your
name and phone number with your
submission. Email submissions to
njones@housingforhouston.com
The mission of the Houston Housing
Authority is to improve lives by providing
quality, affordable housing options and
promoting education and economic selfsufficiency.

Houston Housing Authority
2640 Fountain View Dr.
Suite 400
Houston, Texas 77057
Phone: 713.260.0500
713.260.0547 TTY
www.housingforhouston.com

The program’s keynote speaker was Dr. Kimm Perez of United Health Group. A past participant
of the FSS program, Dr. Perez shared words of wisdom with the new graduates, urging them
to continue along their path of economic self-sufficiency and sustainability. “You can achieve
whatever goals you set, as long as you remain committed,” noted Dr. Perez. “As this year’s theme
proudly states – the best is yet to come.” (Continued on pg. 2)

FSS Graduation (Continued from pg. 1)

Ed Washington, an FSS program participant also became a homeowner
on September 30, 2015. Originally from Lafayette, Louisiana, Ed
committed himself to the goal of having his own residence despite his
contending with a challenging bone disorder that confines his mobility
to the use of a wheelchair. Working when he first came to Houston as an
usher at Reliant Park, he later joined the HHA as an intern in 2011. Today,
Ed is one of the agency’s most endearing staff members, working as a
Customer Service Representative in its Opportunity Center.

“Houston – is one of the friendliest cities I’ve been lived in. It has the
capacity of being very good to people,” Washington said. “I like to help
people. The Houston Housing Authority has given me the tools to help
others – all walks of life – and give direction to those who may be having
trouble finding a housing solution. Taking part in the FSS Program also
introduced me to the people at Habitat for Humanity, which began my
first steps to being a homeowner. It wasn’t easy, but I think it was a pretty
good deal, and it allowed me to have a place to call my own.”

Family Self-Sufficiency (FSS) Program Recruitment Orientation
“Think about where you will be in 5 years...”
What vision do you have for your family?
Are you sick of living paycheck to paycheck?
Are you interested in buying a home?
Do you want to further your education?
If the Houston Housing Authority closed its doors tomorrow, would you be forced to
move out of your home because you could not cover your bills?
If you answered YES to any of these questions then the Family Self-Sufficiency
Program (FSS) is for you! Please join us as we discuss the benefits to the FSS

Change your future by atttending one of our Recruitment Orientations!
All orientations are held the 4th Wednesday of each month starting at 10am
January 20th

February 24th

March 23rd

Where: Houston Housing Authority
2640 Fountain View Dr., Ste. 330
Houston, TX 77057
Space is limited. To RSVP, please email: EWashington@housingforhouston.com
IMPORTANT DATES:
JANUARY
1/18
Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday - HHA Closed
1/19
Board of Commissioners Meeting @ 2100 Memorial Dr. Apts at 3 p.m.
FEBRUARY
2/16
Board of Commissioners Meeting @ Oxford Place at 3 p.m.
MARCH
3/22
Board of Commissioners Meeting @ Clayton Homes at 3 p.m.

HHA Move Process Guidelines

Housing Choice Voucher participants who are interested in moving
from their current unit must submit a Request to Relocate Packet 90120 days before the lease expires and a copy of the current lease must
be attached.
If your lease has already expired, please do not sign a new one; bring in
the last lease that was signed by both you and the landlord.
Once a move request is received:
writing prior to the
• A Good Standing Letter (GSL)
expiration date of the
is mailed to the owner to
voucher. The request must
determine tenant compliance
include the reason(s) an
with the lease. The owner
extension is necessary as
is requested to return the
well as the documentation to
letter to HHA within ten
support the request.
(10) calendar days from the
notification date.
• Once a voucher has been
issued, it is the participants
• If the Good Standing Letter
responsibility to provide
is returned and the letter
their landlord with a 30 or
confirms the participant
60 day notice (please refer
does not owe any money
to your lease regarding
for rent or damages and is
timeframe for the vacate
in compliance with lease
notice).
requirements, HHA will
schedule the participant to
•
When you select a unit, have
attend a moves briefing.
the landlord complete the
RTA packet and then return
• If the Good Standing Letter
the RTA to HHA’s landlord
is returned indicating
booth. Once the RTA is
the participant has lease
submitted the inspection
violations with documented
is scheduled within 7-10
evidence of non-compliance,
business days.
then the request will be
forwarded to the assigned
• If the unit pass inspection,
Team Leader to determine if
the RTA will be forwarded
the participant’s move will be
to the assigned housing
approved. If it is determined
specialist to draft the HAP
that the participant is
contract.
ineligible to move, a Denial
• HAP contracts typically
of Move Letter will be mailed
take 30-45 days to draft.
to the participant stating the
Participants are advised not
reason(s) for the decision.
to move into the new unit
• Good Standing Letters that
or transfer utilities prior
are not returned within ten
to the landlord receiving
(10) days are considered
the written contract. If
non-responsive and the
participants move in prior
participant will automatically
to the contract date,
be scheduled for the next
the participant may be
available move briefing.
responsible for the full rent.
• Once the participant attends
• If the participant decides not
the move briefing, a voucher
to move, the voucher must
will be issued and the
be returned along with a
participant will have 60 days
completed Staying in Current
to locate a suitable unit. If a
Unit Declaration form and
voucher extension is needed,
renewed lease.
the extension request must
be submitted in

Reading Matters!
Research shows access to books
is CRITICAL. Studies show that
students with reading ability
by the end of the 3rd grade
increases their likelihood of
mastering complex concepts
encountered in later grades.
Those failing to reach this milestone often drop out before earning a
high school diploma. To help children achieve success in school and
beyond, the Houston Housing Authority’s Opportunity Center offers
free books to children who need them most. To start building your
home library today, visit the Opportunity Center located at 2640
Fountain View Houston, TX 77057 Suite #140.

