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Family Self-Sufficiency (FSS) Meet & Greet Conference

Family Self-Sufficiency Meet &
Greet

The Houston Housing Authority’s SelfSufficiency (FSS) Program continued
through 2016 with active recruitment
efforts, hosting a ‘Meet & Greet’
Conference at St. Michael’s Learning
Academy in Southwest Houston. Over
40 individuals attended the one-day
program, an in-depth discussion on
breaking the cycles of poverty in
impoverished communities and making
plans for improving quality of life.
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FSS Meet & Greet Conference particpants at St. Michael’s Learning Academy.

Featured panelists for the event were local artist and author Akua Fayette, entrepreneur and
Optimum Lifestyle CDC Executive Director Elaine Johnson, and HHA staff member Ed Washington.
Each give insightful commentary on issues including societal stereotypes associated with poverty,
strategies for accomplishing goals, and the benefits to youth of economic recovery and elimination
generational cycles of poverty.
“There are many unfair stereotypes out there for people who are labeled ‘low-income’, or live in
certain areas. They are always impacted,” noted Elaine Johnson. “But each of us has the power to
change people’s mind sets. It’s done by your actions. Part of that first step is being here today, and
seeking the tools you need to improve living situation.”
Conference attendees also share throughout the day their personal testimonies and what
they hoped to gain from their
participation in the FSS program.
“I was the youngest of four children.
My mother wanted for me to go to
college and have a better life, but
I only wanted to work and didn’t
understand the importance,“ shared
Yneka Hathorn, a social services
specialist and new FSS program
participant. “Today, I’m working
to earn my Master’s degree in
Psychology, have a family counseling
practice, and have moved from
Tennessee to Texas. All while caring
for my son, and losing my home.
(continued on pg. 2)

Conference panelists (l to r) Akua Fayette, Elaine Johnson, and Ed Washington.

FSS Meet & Greet (Continued from pg. 1)
Through it all, I never gave up. Through diligent work and the generosity
of others, I was able to make it through the storm. This is the lesson we
have to learn for ourselves, instill in our young people, and promote in our
communities.”
Conference participants also heard from AVANCE, a local non-profit family
support program which works with low-income communities to move
from historic cycles of poverty and
illiteracy to futures of opportunity and
economic prosperity.
“The FSS program is a valuable partner
for our organization’s work in Houston.
Helping others to get on their feet is
crucial – having the dignity and pride
that comes along with self-sufficiency
and home ownership is paramount
for the next generation,” said AVANCE
motivational speaker Nakia Edwards.
“Our full-family program working
in parent education, childhood
development, fatherhood and
marriage training can be an essential
‘spoke in the wheel’ of what the
Houston Housing Authority provides

Annual Recertification Tips

In accordance with HUD regulations, all Housing
Choice Voucher families are recertified annually.
The recertification process is required to make
certain that the information the Houston Housing
Authority has about your family composition,
income, and deductions is accurate. When the
time comes for recertification, you will be notified
by mail. The recertification package includes a
letter advising you of the date and time of your annual appointment
and includes the forms you must complete to prepare for the
appointment.
Here some useful tips that will help you prepare for your annual
recertification and completing your wforms:
•

•

•

Conference speaker Eric Johnson of AVANCE.

Family Self-Sufficiency (FSS) Program Recruitment Orientation
“Think about where you will be in 5 years...”

•

What vision do you have for your family?
Are you sick of living paycheck to paycheck?

•

Are you interested in buying a home?
Do you want to further your education?
If you answered YES to any of these questions then the Family Self-Sufficiency
Program (FSS) is for you! Please join us as we discuss the benefits to the FSS

Change your future by atttending one of our Recruitment Orientations!
All orientations are held the 4th Wednesday of each month starting at 10am
NEXT EVENT:

July 27th

Where: Houston Housing Authority
2640 Fountain View Dr., Ste. 330
Houston, TX 77057
Space is limited. To RSVP, please email: EWashington@housingforhouston.com
IMPORTANT DATES:
JULY
7/4
7/19

Indpendence DayMartin Luther King, Jr. Holiday – HHA Closed
Board of Commissioners Meeting @ Cuney Homes at 3 p.m.

AUGUST
8/23
Board of Commissioners Meeting @ Lyerly at 3 p.m.
SEPTEMBER
9/5
Labor Day – HHA Closed
9/20
Board of Commissioners Meeting @ Telephone Road at 3 p.m.

Note the date and time
of your recertification
appointment and try to arrive
at least 15 minutes early for
•
your appointment.
Contact the office for late
or canceled appointments.
Two missed appointments
may result in termination of
assistance.
Fill out your recertification
packet completely before you
come to your appointment.
Sign, date, and check all
necessary boxes on forms
as instructed. If you have
household members that are
18 and over they must sign
the necessary consent forms
as well.
Note any changes to your
household income (increases,
decreases, unemployment
benefits etc.)
If there is a change to family
composition since your last
•
recertification (addition to
the household or someone
has moved out) be sure
to indicate that on your

application and complete
the change of family income
packet.
Gather all documents before
your interview:
1. Personal information such as
valid driver’s license, birth
certificate, social security
cards etc.;
2. Income information such
as check stubs or wage
information on employee
letterhead, TANF, child
support statements, SSI/SS
award letter, unemployment
printout, contribution letter,
bank statements (for assets
above $5,000), life insurance
policies etc.
3. Deduction information such
as childcare verification, full
time student verification
and or medical expenses
(pharmacy printouts and/or
medical bills).

Contact Customer Service at
(713) 260-0377 if you have
any questions prior to your
appointment.

AVANCE Community Empowerment Program
Come out of 2016 with a
new sense of power and
promise! Come and join
AVANCE’s Community
Empowerment Program
which focuses on
Personal and Professional
Development. Topics in the
FREE 10-week program
include financial education,
career coaching, conflict
resolution, parents as leaders, and health literacy. Lunch will be
provided and door prizes will be given at each class.
For more information or to register for the program, contact
Family Self-Sufficiency Coordinator Hector Garcia at hgarcia@
housingforhouston.com.

